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Learning Outcomes

As a result of participating in this educational activity, learners will be able 
to describe:

● Why Gun violence is a public health issue and requires a public health 
approach to solve.

● Acknowledging that there are many forms of violence in school that do 
not involve firearms, the focus of today is firearm.

● School nurses have been first-responders to many forms of violence in 
school, including firearm violence.

● School nurses have been asked to participate in violence prevention 
strategies that may or may not be evidence-based.
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What is the current leading cause of death in 
children and teens?

A. Motor Vehicle Accidents
B. Drug Overdose/Poisonings
C. Malignant Neoplasms
D. Fires
E. Firearm Injuries
F. COVID-19
G. Drowning
H. Congenital Anomalies
I. Chronic Respiratory Diseases
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The Drivers of Firearm Injury

● There are more guns than people in the United States by almost 100 million
● Unfortunately, only 46% of firearms are stored safely
● 2/3 of gun owners have not received formal

gun safety training
● 1.7 million children live with unlocked, loaded guns - 1 out of 3 homes 

with kids have guns.

● Among younger children (ages 0-12 years) who are killed by a firearm, 

85% are killed in their own home

https://affirmresearch.org/impact
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https://injury.research.chop.edu/blog/posts/ask-day-question-can%E2%80%99t-wait
https://affirmresearch.org/impact
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What If We Treated Gun Violence Like A Public Health Crisis?
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More than  311,000
students have experienced gun violence at school since Columbine

One dot • represents 10 children exposed to gun violence

Washington Post database of school shootings By John Woodrow Cox, Steven Rich, Allyson Chiu, John Muyskens and Monica Ulmanu
Updated May 27 at 3:10 p.m.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/local/school-shootings-database/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/john-woodrow-cox/?utm_term=.21896629516e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/steven-rich/?utm_term=.b7e424fbbc29
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/allyson-chiu/?utm_term=.9fa7e82ffaab
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/john-muyskens/?utm_term=.df982279d8e9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/monica-ulmanu/?utm_term=.eee3a60d48b2
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CDC speaks out on US gun violence 
epidemic after decades of near-silence -

CNN Video
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https://www.cnn.com/videos/health/2021/08/27/gun-violence-america-walensky-cohen-pkg-vpx.cnn
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Although school shootings remain rare, active shooter 
drills happen in more than 90% of schools

From the American Academy of Pediatrics Policy Statement Participation 
of Children and Adolescents in Live Crisis Drills and Exercises
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https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2020/08/21/peds.2020-015503
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www.childrensdefense.org
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http://www.childrensdefense.org
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What Can School Nurses Do?
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Know the Signs
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● Develop school safety plans that 
are trauma responsive

● Eliminate zero tolerance discipline 
policies 

● Support legislation that restricts 
gun access for children and teens 
under 21 

Schools can create a safety net and 
promote school connectivity

21

Schools can create a safety net and promote school 
connectivity

● Develop school safety plans that are trauma responsive
● Eliminate zero tolerance discipline policies 
● Support legislation that restricts gun access for children 

and teens under 21 
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What if we changed language from law enforcement 
centered to student centered?
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What if we made gun locks available in school health offices?
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● All Behavior Has Meaning
● Amygdala First Aid Stations
● Focused Attention 

Practices/Mindfulness
● Relationship-Building is Key
● Co-regulation led by Adults 
● Regulate - Relate - Reason
● Trauma Responsive a Universal 

Precaution
● Healing-Centered Engagement
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Five Ways to Promote Healing Centered Schools

1. Advocacy
2. Culturally Grounded
3. Heal the Healers
4. Build Empathy
5. Dream and Imagine
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TAKE ACTION NOT SIDES
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The Intersection of gun violence and COVID
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