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Violence Prevention 
and Education 
Opportunity
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Sandy Hook Promise

Saturday, November 2, 
2024
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Today's Learning Objectives

• Gain an understanding of Sandy Hook 
Promise’s Know the Signs programs and how 
they can be used in your school(s) to increase 
school safety and student connectedness

• Learn how to bring these no-cost 
violence prevention programs to 
your district/school via the 2023 STOP School 
Violence Grant
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Mission – Massachusetts Office 
of the Attorney General

Take on all forms of discrimination and 
bullying faced by young people.

Commitment to reduce gun violence and 
needless harm to our communities.

Prioritization of mental health and well-
being of young people in Massachusetts.
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Youth Violence and Safety in Massachusetts

15.7% of high school students reported being 
in a physical fight one or more times during the 
12 months before the survey.
6.5% of high school students had been 
threatened or injured with a weapon (e.g., 
gun, knife, or club) on school property during the 
12 months before the survey.
Almost 16% of high school students were 
bullied on school property in the 12 months 
before the survey

Massachusetts 2023 YRBS Results
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2016-2023 DESE Student Disciplined for Weapons on School Campus Report.
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What 
We Know
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STOP Grant Overview
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STOP School Violence Grant: 
Programing 

Start With Hello

• Minimize social 
isolation

• Empathize with 
others

• Create a more 
inclusive and 
connected culture

Say Something

• Recognize warning 
signs and threats

• Act Immediately; 
Take it Seriously

• Say something to 
a trusted adult

SAVE Promise Clubs

• Youth 
empowerment 
through student-
led organizations

• Facilitate, model 
and reinforce key 
messages from 
Start With Hello 
and Say Something
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Program Effectiveness and Key Takeaways
School shootings and 
violence are NOT 
inevitable – they 
are preventable.
Upstream prevention –
focused on building 
knowledge and skills at 
all levels – is critical.
The best way to keep 
schools safe is to know 
the signs of 
someone who may be in 
crisis and speak up to 
get help.

• Improved perceptions of school 
safety

• More positive relationships with 
trusted adults

Start With 
Hello

• Significantly fewer aggressive 
behaviors

• More positive attitudes towards 
school

• Better perceptions of school safety

Say 
Something
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What are SAVE Promise Clubs?

4600+ Clubs across the 
country!

236 in Massachusetts
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Timeline of Implementation

Year 1
Register SAVE Promise 

Clubs

Start With Hello (SWH) 
student training

Virtual Implementation 
Workshops to train school 

teams on the SWH program

Year 2
Say Something (SS) 

student training

Virtual Implementation 
Workshops to train school 
teams on the SS program
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Program Cycle CASEL 5
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Programs
At A

Glance
54 Districts
205 Schools

Start With Hello
367 Trainings
205 Schools

119,340 Students

SAVE Promise Clubs
187 Registered

2,500 Student Leaders

Say Something
117 Trainings
179 Schools

109,921 Students

2018 STOP Grant Data

Brockton
Worcester
Everett
Lowell

Fitchburg
Dennis-
Yarmouth
Somerville

Saugus
Medford
Revere
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Next Steps:

Complete 
the Interest 

Form

SHP reaches 
out with next 

steps

Sign an 
MOU with 
the AGO
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Contact us

Allison Beaufort
AGO Grants Program Manager
AGOgrants@mass.gov

Marykay Wishneski
Associate Director, Business Development & 
Educational Partnerships
Marykay.Wishneski@sandyhookpromise.org

Sara Te
Manager, SAVE Promise Clubs
Sara.te@sandyhookpromise.org
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Questions? 

Thank you!
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